February 24th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Some entries in my diary so I may be able to fill up the two pages of this letter. Went for a shorter run yesterday to try to recover a bit from some of the exhaustion I have been feeling. Went from Tai Po up to lead mine pass and down to Shing Mun reservoir then along the same track as last week but in the opposite direction and ended at the bus stop. I even stopped to read the historical notes along the way. Did you know that Shing Mun means ‘fort gate’? An officer from the Mongul armies that swept down from the north in the 1600s remained in the area but to survive, he turned to piracy. He built a fort at the foot of Needle Hill close to the main Shing Sun dam. 

Anyway, my run doesn’t compare with the 5-day endurance challenge across the Sahara Desert I saw on TV. In the same programme, which was about deserts rather than just running, they showed some US Army troops doing survival training in the Somoran (?sp) desert in Arizona; also how the Marines use helicopters to detect and often rescue Mexicans trying to cross the desert to get into the US. 

Bird ‘flu is still with us. Another farm, previously untouched and seemingly well run, has been infected. There was also a case of CJD, the human form of “mad cow” disease. A woman (I think) who contracted the disease in Britain died of the disease last week in HK. 

A HK$9 millions armed robbery at a jewellery shop in Pacific Place last week. Several tourists caught in the middle of it. The robbers got clean away. Tung Chee Wah is certain of being returned as Chief Executive. According to the rules for the 800-member election committee, a candidate has to get the signatures of at least 100 members when handing in his nomination form. Tung got over 700, so it is impossible for anyone to run against him as that person could not get the necessary 100 signatures. So the ‘election’ actually took place as part of the nomination process! 

HK is also thinking of re-introducing the cross-harbour swimming race which was 1ast help in 1978 due to increasing pollution. I took part on the race 3 times, I think, and Mummy took part once or twice. Because of the oil pollution, people would finish the races covered in oil looking a bit like the birds rescued from an oil slick! We all needed washing down with detergent after the race. And in one year, a boy died after, it was believed, swallowing oil. Anyway, if the race is re-introduced, it may not be for the masses, but some kind of international race (perhaps like the 1-mile race they have around Central each year). The HK marathon was held this morning. Have not heard who won it, nor the winner’s time. I was also told that an insurance company offered HK$1 million if the race record was broken. Probably would not happen due to the warmer temperatures at the moment -- 22OC on my run yesterday. 

The gambling franchise in Macau, which has been a monopoly run by Stanley Ho, has been split and given to 3 different companies with Ho’s company being one of them. Another is a US company with Las Vegas connections. There was a bit car bomb explosion in Macau the other day when the American was there. A warning perhaps? There were many similar explosions just before the handover in 1999 when triads were trying to exert gambling-related control. 

There may be a general wage cut this year for the Civil Service and government-funded organizations (such as the universities) because of the economic situation here. The government has said that the huge reserves (nearly US(?)$ 400 billion) may have run out in about 7 years as the government is not collecting enough money. And the unemployment rate is now nearly 7%, the highest ever and still rising. Things are not so good for HK at the moment, and Beijing seems happy to let HK become just another big Chinese city and is not willing to help HK out too much.

You may have heard that George Speight, the Fijian nationalist who overthrew the elected government a few years ago and held the Indian Prime Minister hostage for about 56 days, was sentenced to death for treason. But later in the same day, the death sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. I was very surprised at the severity of the sentence, given the amount of support he seemed to have amongst the indigenous Fijians. 

Really gruesome about the death of Daniel Pearl the other day. Found out that he was at Stanford the same time that we were there and graduated in 1985 at the same time that I graduated with my MS degree. 

Not following the Winter Olympic Games much. Just get a few seconds each day on the TV news and some in NEWSWEEK magazine. Saw snatches of the aerial competition – looked spectacular. 

That’s about if for now. Cheers.

Dad
PS: 1. Some progress on helicopter information. That guy Sean left a ‘phone message about a website but I have not been able to contact him since. Anyway, when I get it, I will look it up and pass on any useful information.

      2. How is the enclosed letter to Lt. Bell? If it has missed something out, let me know and I will re-write it.
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